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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 6-9, 11, 13-16, 18, 19,21,23-26, 29, 30,32, 34-36,37, 39, 40, 42 and 44 are 
rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by Goodman et al. (Pat. 6,636,529 Bl). 

In claims 1, 6, 23, Goodman discloses a communications device ( device 130 with I/F 
190, Fig.l) for use in a communications network (SONET/SDH network, Fig.l). See coL7, lines 
10-30. The communications device comprising: 

a plurality of interface ports (physical I/Fs 400, 410, Ethernet physicals I/F 420, Fig.4), 
said interface port 420 receiving a first signal ( digital data signals) in a first format ( Ethernet 
LAN 120, Fig.l). See coL9, lines 50-55 & col. 7, lines 7-15. A processor (FPGA 360, Fig.3) 
coupled to said plurality of interface ports (physical interfaces 340). See col. 9, lines 27-35. The 
processor receiving said first signals (digital data signals), provisioning an overhead byte (stuff 
16 bit special header , see block 500, fig.4, col. 10, hnes 12-25) associated with one of said first 
signals to form a provisioned overhead byte and multiplexing (mux/demux 310, Fig.3) said first 
signals to generate a multiplexed signal. See col. 9, lines 1-5. A framer ( SDH framing 300, fig.3) 
coupled to said processor, said framer receiving said multiplexed signal (multiplexed signals 
input from mux 310) and said provisioned overhead byte ( stuff header) and placing said 
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multiplexed signal and provisioned overhead byte in a second format ( SONET/SDH format) to 
provide a second signal ( SONET signal) for transmission on the communications network 
(SONET/SDH network, Fig.l). See col.9, lines 1-5 & col. 10, lines 35-40. 

In claims 7, 13 and 34, Goodman discloses a framer (SDH framing 300, Fig. 3) for 
receiving a second signal (multiplexed SONET/SDH signals) in a second format (SDH/SONET) 
from the communications network (SDH/SONET network), said framer extracting a multiplexed 
signal and a provisioned overhead byte from said second signal (see col. 9, lines 38-45, Fig.5). A 
processor (FPGA 360, fig.3) coupled to said framer (framing 300, fig.3), said processor receiving 
said provisioned overhead byte and said multiplexed signal and comparing said provisioned 
overhead byte to a path label associated with the communications device ( see col. 10, lines 55- 
60, Fig.5), said processor demultiplexing said multiplexed signal to form a plurality of first 
signals in a first format if said provisioned overhead byte matches said path label; and, an 
interface port (physical I/F 600, fig.5) coupled to said processor, said processor directing one of 
said first signals to said interface port if said provisioned overhead byte matches said path label 
(see col.9, lines 38-45 & coLlO, lines 40-65). 

In claim 44, the subject matters of this claim have been desclosed in claims 1 and 13. 

In claims 2, 14, 24 and 35, Goodman discloses said provisioned overhead byte (stuff 16 
bit header, Fig.6) provisioned to include a destination address. See col. 10, lines 1-12. 

In claims 3, 15, 25 and 36, Goodman et al. discloses said provisioned overhead byte is 
provisioned to include a transmission frequency ( wavelength, See col. 7, lines 45-50 & Fig.2). 

In claims 4, 16, 26 and 37, Goodman et al. discloses said provisioned overhead byte 
(stuff header) is provisioned to include a source address. See claim 1, col. 10, lines 1-12. 
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In claims 8, 18, 29 and 39, Goodman et al, discloses the first format is gigabit ethemet 
(gigabits ethemet). See col.l, Hnes 35-40). 

In claims 9, 1 1, 19, 21, 30, 32, 40 and 42, Goodman discloses the second fomiat is 
SONET/SDH. (See claim 1, Abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10, 12, 20, 22, 31, 33, 41 and 43 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Goodman et al. (Pat. 6,636,529 Bl) in view of Wakim (Pat 6,477,178 Bl). 

In claims 10, 12, 20, 22, 31, 33, 41 and 43, Goodman et al.does not disclose the overhead 
byte is byte Jl in SONET and SDH standard. Wakim discloses a network element ( element 12, 
fig.l) mapping telecommunication signals having a first format (SONET) into a transport signal 
having a second format ( SDH) by identifying Jl byte for each signal type in overhead portion. 
See col. 6, line 60 to col. 7, line 5 & col. 9, lines 5-10 & col. 10, lines 8-25. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art to insert J l byte in the stuff header of SONET 
SPEs or SDH transport signals to ensure that desired /sensitive signal is received at a 
destination. 
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Claims 5, 17, 27 and 38 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goodman et al. (Pat. 6,636,529 Bl) 

In claims 5, 17, 27 and 38, Goodman et al. does not disclose overhead byte includes a 
common language location identifier. It is a well-known skill in the sonet frame that overhead 
byte comprising user identification. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill 
in the art to have a location identifier byte in overhead byte of Goodman 's SONET signals to 
transmit signal to correct destination. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Donovan et al. (Pat. 6,122,281) discloses Method and Apparatus for Transmitting LAN 
data over a Synchronous WAN. 

Russell et al. (Pat. 6,704,326 B2) discloses Payload mapping in Synchronous networks. 

Tsukamoto et al. (Pat. 6,498,794 Bl) discloses Transmitter with Cell Switching Function. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hanh Nguyen whose telephone num.ber is 703 306-5445. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8AM to 5PM. The examiner can 
also be reached on alternate 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou, can be reached on 571 272 3088. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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